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Countersuit for DiVorc;
Filed by Mrs. Powers

MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Sept.
29 (AP} —“I can’t understand
why Gary is desertipg . me now
when I need hinf so,” said
dark-haired Mzs. _ Barbara
Powers. “After all, I dldn't de-
sert him.”

The 28-year-old wife of for-
,mer U-2 Pilot Francls Gary
‘Pawers made the remark to
‘newsmen yesterday after she
filed & counter sult for divorce.
‘She asked alimony but did not
specify the amount.

Mr. Powers, 33, sued her for
‘mvorce on August 14. That was
'a little more than six months
.after he was released from a
‘Soviet prison where he served
21 months of & 10-yeéar sen-
; tence for spying.,
| In the counter sult Mrs.
1P{)wers charged that since his
Ireturn to this country her hus-
‘band has “lost his whole sense
‘of values and duties as an
|American citizen toward his
jwife, his country ang toward
'his fellow man and is obsessed
Iwith material things in life,

|
s

‘especially money. . .
i “IInable to Work”

{ She also charged that Mr.
'Powers told her numerous
itimes since his relcase from
‘prison that he “could not love
‘and live with a sick woman as
his wife.” She said that she is
ill and has becn “unahle to
work to support herself.”

Mr. Powers 1is *‘capable of
earning and does earn more
than $1,500 a month and Is

an employe of the Central In-
telligence Ageney,” she said in
the suit in which she asked for
permanent alimony and pay-
ment of her attorney fees.

Mr. Powers charged in his
divorce action that she was
habitually intoxicated and that
on numerous oceasions she
cursed and sbused him with-
out cause. He also alleged her
“acts of cruelty were wilfully
inflicted”" and caused him ‘to
became highly nervous sfid en-
dangered his health.”

Charges Are Denled

Mrs., Powers denled these
allegations in Ther petition,
which was filed in Baldwin
Superior Court through her
attorney, Robert Green of
Milledgeville.

The case ls expected to be
called for trial sometime after
the court convenes the second
week of October.

The Pdweis have no chil-
dren. They separated May 27,
1962, seven years after their
April 2, 1955, marriage in New-
nan, G&. The ceremony cli~
maxed a romance which began
at Turner Air Force Base, Al-
bany, Ga . where he was a pllot
and she a civiiian employe. ‘
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